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	          Sub Groups

Many people have offered help to the Mela recently. Help is so very much needed but it’s been a challenge to try and work out how to organise this. So we have now got 5 sub groups. The idea is that you choose which sub group / s that you feel fits your interests, skills & knowledge. We hope that the sub groups can meet independently of the exec but with an exec member co-ordinating meetings and feeding back to the committee. Groups could choose to meet or work by e-mail - though obviously good communication will be vital. Each sub group will be tasked with various things and have a work plan to work on collectively. There is plenty in the way support and advice. So the sub groups are

· Finance & fundraising – help us raise the money we need and spend it wisely

· Programming – who would you like to see perform? Your chance to have a say and suss it all out. Oh and we hope to have a 4th stage this year!

· Marketing & PR – planning our marketing strategy, writing press releases, organising the distribution of publicity, radio interviews, newsletters etc

· Volunteering Group – trying to get the help of others – individuals, companies, organisation for the event.

· Community Projects – helping co-ordinate events and workshops outside of the actual Mela

· Health Zone – booking therapists and co-ordinating the zone.

All the groups now have at least a couple of people raring to go both familiar faces and new people to Swindon (and the Mela) so you will not be alone. It’s your Mela so come and have your say.  Next week is National Volunteering Week – what better time to sign up.

To those of you who have already signed up we’ll be contacting you very soon to organise a time and place to meet. 

Note meetings are never longer than 2hrs and usually once a month on weekday evenings.

The Big Question - Fashion Show
Do you want one? We have a couple of young people who have asked about this. Our ability to deliver it depends entirely on you!! How about the teenagers organising it?!! There are grants available from The Scarman Trust – Can do Fund for young people under a certain age (can’t remember exactly what age) to help them realise an idea for community involvement / activities. If you are interested why not check out their website and get back to me if you think you could do it? All enquiries welcome!!

 Liz on llavender@swindon.gov.uk or 01793 466565





EVENTS

Showing at the Wyvern           Omkara
Omkara is a modern interpretation of Shakespeare’s Othello, and was first showcased at the 2006 Cannes film festival. The Indian blockbuster has won countless film awards, including:

“Hottest Movie of the Year” Stardust Award

“Best Film” Bollywood Movie Award

“Best Choreography” International Indian Film Academy Award

Omkara is set in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. Its hero, Omi, is the leader of a gang of outlaws at a time of political warfare. Omi is torn apart by sexual jealousy when he is wrongfully lead to believe that his beautiful fiancée is having an affair. His tragic flaw, jealousy, is exploited with horrific consequences. Will Omi regain his self control before it’s too late?

Saturday 26 January 2008 - 7pm

Tickets £5

Book online | Call to book 01793 524481
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If anybody has any articles that they would like featured in forthcoming newsletters please
e-mail them to me Harpreet Bhui : Harpreet_bhui@hotmail.com
For any other information please do not hesitate to contact -

Liz – llavender@swindon.gov.uk
Paul – paul@vas-swindon.org
Mina – mina_bhogal@hotmail.com
or visit our website on www.swindonmela.com



 


Jaspal Bhui


Chair, Swindon Mela





As the new Chair of the Mela, I would like to say a couple of thank yous. 


Firstly you may be aware that our previous chair Riz has stepped down due to personal commitments.  I would personally like to thank her for her hard work over the last 5 years. I would also like to thank the Executive for electing me as the new Chair.


I hope with the help and support of the members we will keep the Mela running successfully for years to come.





The plans for this year’s Mela are well on the way and with the continued hard work we should see another successful event.





This year the hard work paid of and the SBC Mela team won a Swindon Borough Council Excellence Award. You’ve done us proud congratulations. 











 











A word from the new Treasurer                


At the Mela AGM I was appointed as Treasurer and would like to thank members of Swindon Mela for giving me the opportunity to join the Mela Executive Committee.


By profession I am a qualified accountant running my own practice in the heart of Swindon town.


I have been involved in various voluntary groups and charities – socially and professionally. I bring with me experience, knowledge and skills that will help me in my role.


Hemant Patel - Treasurer to the Swindon Mela 























Congratulations 








Team Mela win SBC Excellence Award.�The support from Swindon Borough Council towards helping put on the Mela in 2007 was recognised and rewarded at this years excellence awards. Overcoming a seemingly never ending list of obstacles ( postal strikes, the weather, damage limitation to the town gardens) and a commitment to equalities and diversity within the borough were some of the reasons cited for the success. Amongst the team representing the Mela were Liz Lavender, David Hoar, Mina Bhogal, Matt Davis and Matthew Pearce. Thank you and well done to all.











Wanted!





Once again we are asking you to spare a couple of hours of your time to help the Mela run smoothly. We need people to help set up the site the day before, put up signs and site decorations. We need people on the day to finish setting up the site, handing out programmes, providing information, walking round with collection buckets and tidying up at the end of the day. If you can spare a couple of hours then give me a call, we would be more than happy if you can spare more time, and please ask your friends and family as well, the more people that volunteer the better.


Give me a call on 639873 or 07766 147 022 or email me on � HYPERLINK "mailto:p.dixon8@ntlworld.com" ��p.dixon8@ntlworld.com� 


















































Mela Membership





It is within my role as Membership Secretary to keep the Swindon Mela database updated with its members contact details.  There are times when certain changes will occur to either email addresses or mobile phones.  To keep receiving latest information and progress about the Swindon Mela through a mail shot or newsletter please forward any changes to � HYPERLINK "mailto:mina_bhogal@hotmail.com" ��mina_bhogal@hotmail.com� 





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���Under Data Protection Act 1998. We will only use your contact details for our membership database and to keep you informed of activities related to the Swindon Mela. If you have any questions about the Swindon Mela or your personal information you can contact Liz Lavender on ( 01793 466522


Contact me if you would like a membership form, Mina Bhogal





WEBSITE 





The website has been a success with members of the public and is one of the main marketing tools for us. This is down to the help and commitment of Sach Singh.





“Hi Guys, I have been looking after the Mela website for a Year now and am continuing to bring you regular updates of the mela and relevant events etc. Myself and the committee will work very hard to bring you the latest information as soon as we can.”





We now have a new e mail address for contacting the Mela which is � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@swindonmela.com" ��info@swindonmela.com�. This will be the primary line of contact especially for all potential stall holders. Links will be available soon from the website





Sach Singh














Swindon Dance 





Shobana Jeyasingh Dance Company presents ‘The Dancers’ Cut’ on 8th February 2008 at the Town Hall. More information on attached flyer and from � HYPERLINK "http://www.swindondance.org.uk" ��www.swindondance.org.uk� or 01793 601700
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